
 
 

“End of June” 2017 Quality & Safety Notes 

 
Mid-Summer Update 
 
    Mid-Summer!  Barbeques!  Great weather!  No snowshoes in the aircraft! A Bose Headset, Shorts and Flip Flops to go 
flying!  Okay, I exaggerated a bit at the end there.  But let’s not get complacent with all this nice weather.  We still want to 
make sure that we are getting good weather reports, filing company, customer, or FAA Flight Plans, and doing our 
paperwork at the end of the flight.  A few QUALITY checks of aircraft logbooks have shown that not a lot of power checks 
are being completed and that the proper care for the logging of maintenance times is not being taken.   
 
 
 

Emergency Response Plans 
    Correction from last month:    The hangar at Kodiak has internet and the ability to watch the aircraft on SkyConnect.   
Thus, the mechanic on duty should be able to track the aircraft while out working.  That doesn’t mean that the rest of us 
with SkyTracker accounts shouldn’t be helping out and watching all the aircraft.   
    Changes to ERP Manual, specifically the Emergency Response Checklist.  We’re adding a page three to the ERP 
Checklist.  Essentially, it will be a temporary or remote area checklist to allow pilots and crew to have a worksheet to give 
a look at your surroundings in the field, and fill in the blanks for your individual ERP contacts for an area outside of normal 
contact channels.  An example for this would be the summer work for Exxon up at Pt Thompson this summer.  We’ll have 
the crews look at how the Exxon-Maritime Response Plans fit together and then have a document to share between 
Maritime and Exxon managers.  Definitely a work in progress, but please take a look and see if there are items that you 
would change or add to. 
    One note, if you are still stationed at one of our regular bases, you can just continue printing the first two pages of the 
ERP Checklist and tacking them next to your phone. 
 
 
 
     



 



         

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        



Just in case the intent was lost here, I had the Chief Pilot go ahead and fill out the remote area 
supplement page for the work for Exxon in the B412 this summer.  I hope this helps.  There isn’t an 
exact right answer for filling it in, other than to bring to mind, the information you need, should you 
ever need it! 

 
 
 
 
 



Bell Messages (Tail Rotor Blade Preflight Check) 
 
These are not new inspections, but simply emphasis areas which Bell is putting out due to a recent event.  Please follow 
the hyperlinks and make this part of your detailed preflight items.  There is a link for both the 206 and the 407 Tail Rotors 

 
https://www.bellcustomer.com/files/Storage/OSN_206L-17-52.pdf 
 
http://www.bellcustomer.com/files/Storage/OSN_407-17-21.pdf 
 
 
Cold Gas Venting  
  For those of you flying off the Coast on any of the oil platforms, the BSEE  (Bureau of Safety and Environmental 
Enforcement) has put out a message regarding the dangers of Cold Gas Venting from drilling or “off gassing” operations 
which can cause additional risk for helicopters flying in the vicinity.  The origins of this message came from the two 
incidents listed below.    

 
        Although this is a pretty huge area of study, it might help for all of us in the Oil & Gas Support business to know a 
little about.  I’ll include the link to the National Transportation Safety Board version of this message which at least has 
some useful picture of a typical off-gassing flare boom.  At any rate, suffice it to say, that if you know or suspect that if 
scheduled or unscheduled off-gassing is going on (yes, I know that methane is invisible) that I would question the Landing 
Deck Safety Officer about the safety of helicopter operations in the area. 
 
https://www.ntsb.gov/safety/safety-recs/recletters/A-14-069-070.pdf 
 
And if you REALLY have time on your hands? 
 
https://www.bsee.gov/sites/bsee.gov/files/tap-technical-assessment-program//study-of-effects-of-combustible-gas-on-
helicopter-operations.pdf 
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OLD BUSINESS 
 
Vehicle Walk Arounds 
    Have you done your vehicle walk-around???  I just checked out the 2011 Chevy truck in Fairbanks and noticed a 
shimmy in the front left tire.  If you find something, say something!  

      
 

Not new, but still relevant! Station Audit Checklists  
The “new” station audit checklists are still working great for most stations.  Please remember that each time you come on 
shift to take the time to go through the station checklist, see if you need any assistance and then send the checklist to me.  
Continue sending them to me at… 
safety@maritimehelicopters.com      or fax them to Fairbanks office at 907-452-4539 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Incident Reporting June 
 FIR: ALL MONTH LONG! Bell 407, N407RH (FADEC Faults) 
 
   Okay, let’s get something straight right out of the blocks!  We need to track ALL the Fight Irregularities even if they are 
seemingly redundant. Even if it is a fault that seems innocuous but you know is a maintenance issue and you think you 
can “live with it”, please write it up.  Many of the FIRs this year have come from the FADEC issues of N407RH.  It has had 
intermittent problems which have now been fixed, causing a series of FADEC degrades and start issues.  Had 
maintenance known all the details, we would have sent the Olympic Maintenance Team or called the President of Bell 
Helicopters, or summoned Zeus for goodness sakes! 
   At any rate, 407RH has had several FIRs this month, all having to do with the Engine FADEC.  The indications were 
general, but not every time, a single FADEC Degrade light right after engine start.  On some occasions, the Start Fault 
was illuminated during the start.  The aircraft was moved from the field, back to Fairbanks and eventually, the 
troubleshooting led to the NG Pickup, which was replaced.   
   There are two points here.  The FIRs that are submitted pretty much have to be for every event if maintenance is going 
to make good decisions on fixes.  And then, the information has to be accurate!  If you are having a maintenance issue, a 
correct reflection of the actual cockpit indications is crucial! 
 
GOR: Bell 206L3 N307MH (Tail Rotor Driveshaft Hardware) 
 
    The torque check on the Tail Rotor Driveshaft hardware was being performed 13.2 hours after the A0054 Inspection.   
The mechanic doing the torque check noted that one of the three bolts on the driveshaft flex pack was actually loose. 
There was no damage found and the hardware “held torque” after being torqued properly.  Maintenance lead was 
informed and a records check was performed.  Indications are that the torque after reassembly was not performed 
properly, possibly due to “rushing” on a day when several aircraft were in the hangar for scheduled maintenance.  
    There is never a reason to rush maintenance past the time it takes to do it right the first time!  If you do something 
wrong the first time because you are rushed, when are you ever going to find the time to redo the job??? 
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LAST SAFETY ALERT! 
Mid-Summer!  Don’t be eaten by a bear! 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Dennis S. Busch 
Quality and Safety Manager 
safety@maritimehelicopters.com 

 
1915 Donald Ave 
Fairbanks, AK 99701 
Tel    907.452-1197 
Cell   907.750-9548 
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Fax   907.452-4539 
 
 
 
  
  
 

 


